
OFFICE OF 
CHIEF ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICER 

April 20, 1970 

Proposed New Industrial Waste 
Ordinance • Status Report 

Clerk of the Board of Supervisors 
City and County of San Francisco 

Attention of Supervisor Robert H. Mendelsohn 

Gentlemen: 

Chairman of Health & Environm nt Committee 

1 Waste Ordinance, 
re have been tremen

;;~~~~~ ollution and also 

stances it is much more·eco• 
wastes at thei.r point of 
be handled is small rather 

eterious material when mixed 
ent plant. We had contemplated 

the Board in October. 

At a meet office on Marcn 30th with State Board 
ional Board s ft, Supervisor Feinstein, SUpervisor 

members o the City's staff, it was agreed among 
other things t t the eparation of the Industrial Waste Ordinance 

would be expedit submitted to the Board during the week of 
April 20. Supervi or Mendelsohn stated that he would introduce 
such legislation as soon as it was prepared. A first draft of 
this ordinance which should be sufficient for discussion purposes 
is now being prepared and will be submitted during this week. 
The commitment made at the above-referred-to meeting has also been 
publicly stated by the Mayor during his appearance at the various 

Regional Board meetings. 
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Basiet.lly the philosophy of this ordint.nce, as being prept.red, is 
that demestic sewage or its equivalent characteristics shoUld be 
accepted at all treatment plants without pretreatment but that any 
substance in the discharge from the industrial plant which might 
be harmtul. to the sewer system, the treatment plant or could not 
be easily treated at the plant and would be harmful to the receiv
ing watera of the :Say, ahould be removed by the ind.ividu&l discharger 
prior to discharging into our sewer system. 

Pollowing are several of the more important points that will be 
included in this ordinance. 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

The influent to the Richmond•Sunaet Sewage Treatment 
Plant, which serves an area that is generally residen
tial in character with little industrial activity, 
would be used as the base tor the type of discharge 
allowed by the industrial waste discharger. 

This erdinance would cover restaurants, service stations 
and other type of industry or eol!llllereit.l ventures in 
a441t1Qn to the normal industrial type establishment 
discharges from these types of occupancies ue poten
tially harmful to the receiving waters. 

Since there are appreximately ),ooo to 4,ooo industries 
in San J'raneiscQ it weuld be a tremendous task involving 
a lt.rge &mo'IU1t of new employments were the City to 
investigate and teat the discharges from each establish
meat. Therefore the pattern silllilar to that used by the 
Regional water QQality Control Board will be ~loyed. 
This will re~ire that each discharger in4ividually have 
neeesst.ry tests made by State certified. laboratories, 
if their staff were not competent to s9 do, and to submit 
to the City. With a lllinil!llllll number of t.dditional employ
ments the C:ity would then spot-cheek these monitoring 
programs to be sure that they were valid. 

A variance procedure before the Director of Public Works 
weuld be established to &llow & variance from the require
ments upon proof that while the diseM.rge 41d not meet 
specific requirements of the or4inanee that it would not 
have a deleterious effect upon the facilities or the Bay. 

A Hearing Board would be established., silllilt.r to the 
Board of Exuiners est&l:llished. under the San Francisco 
Building Cocle, as an appeal board to the orders. 
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6. !l'be entoreement provisions wou.lll ~ly provide that in t.he event ot noncompli.&nce after the time schedule 
bad been set, side sewer connection could be pl~. 
and &leo there will be provision$ tor tinea or mis-

. dem-.nor provisionaJ to be iJIIPOSM by the Courts. 

1 trust the a.bove is a. ea.tieta.cto;ey brief expll.na'U.on of the· ordina.nce which will be pruentad to you on Wed.nesda.y, April 22, 
19'70. 

'lb.omaa 1. Mellon 
Chief Administrative Officer 




